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ROTTERDAM URBAN VISION

SPATIAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 2030 / DRAFT

ROTTERDAM IS CONSTANTLY CHANGING;
THE CITY IS PERMANENTLY WORKING

AT ITS FUTURE. AFTER THE SUCCESSFUL
PERIOD OF THE POST-WAR
RECONSTRUCTION, ROTTERDAM
CONTINUED ENHANCING ITS STATUS AS
AN INTERNATIONAL CITY ON THE RIVER.

Its centre witnessed the appearance of the Erasmus
Bridge and the Kop van Zuid. Since then, the city has
been boasting a skyline unique in the Netherlands.
On the edges of the city beautiful residential districts
have been built, like Prinsenland and Nesselande.
New entertainment venues, restaurants and festivals
have turned Rotterdam into a place with a young,
trendsetting image.

The coming 25 years the city will grow further. More
than that, the development of the city must accelerate
in order to strengthen its competitive position. This is
the objective: at a rapid pace Rotterdam will pursue the
course to become even more attractive to residents,
companies and visitors.

Information and consultation

The Urban Vision has been adopted by the Municipal Executive and released for consultation.

The aim of the current phase is to assess the support base for the Urban Vision. Therefore, in
February and March all parties concerned in and outside Rotterdam will be informed through various
channels about the course the local authorities intend to follow. This phase is not only about
providing information, but also about consultation and involvement. For this reason, the Municipal
Executive is inviting all those who are willing to contribute their ideas and invest in the future of
Rotterdam to react. If you are interested, please consult the website www.rotterdam.nl/stadsvisie or
send your reaction to: Gemeente Rotterdam, College van B&W, Postbus 6699, 3002 AR Rotterdam.



URGENCY

As a mainport, Rotterdam is a city of international
importance and interests. The tremendous growth of the
economies in Asia and Eastern Europe has put pressure on
the international competition among urban regions.

From this perspective, the position of the Randstad region
is crucial to Rotterdam. Already for some time, various
partners active in the Randstad have been working together
at future plans for the improvement of its economic and
spatial structure. For the time being, however, the position
of the south wing of the Randstad is weaker because the
knowledge economy is less developed here than in the
north wing. To remain sufficiently attractive to companies
and their employees, Rotterdam will have to close the gap
and give the modernisation of economy a powerful
impetus. This also requires counteracting selective
migration: the large numbers of graduates currently leaving
the city are not compensated by the inflow of promising
young people and starters. The reason for that is the fact
that the available dwellings and residential environments
insufficiently meet the demand. Therefore, in the coming
years Rotterdam will make every effort to improve the
physical conditions and transform the city into a strong,
bustling heart of the region again.

MISSION

To keep playing a significant role in the international
competition among urban regions, Rotterdam will have to
employ a strategy that not only aims at the development
of the knowledge and services economy but can also
guarantee an appealing residential and social climate
capable of attracting more graduates and creative workers.
The urgency is great, because the time span during which
it will still be possible to take advantage of the growth of
the (working) population and the accompanying demand
for housing is short: about 15 years from now on.

THE MISSION OF THE CITY COUNCIL IS: ‘WORK AT A

STRONG ECONOMY AND AN ATTRACTIVE RESIDENTIAL
CITY".




























